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Based on the Caldirola-Kanai Hamiltonian, we first construct its equivalent theories of interest. In an equivalent theory, the Hamiltonian and the relation between the
two Hilbert spaces are obtained by performing a quantum canonical transformation.
Then, we use the path-integral technique directly to calculate the exact propagators of
the theories. The properties of the Caldirola-Kanai model, including the time evolution
of the given initial wave functions and the expectation values of the physical quantities
of interest, are studied by using the obtained propagators.
PACS. 03.65.-w - Quantum Mechanics.
PACS. 04.60.+D - Canonical quantization.

I. Introduction
The study of dissipative quantum systems, especially a damped harmonic oscillator,
has a rather long history. About half a century ago, Kanai [1,2] adopted the Hamiltonian,

(1)
which leads exactly to the classical equation of motion of a damped harmonic oscillator,
2 + r$ + w,2x = 0.

(2)

This is usually referred to as the Caldirola-Kanai (CK) model. The quantum aspect of this
model has been studied in a great amount of literature. In those studies some peculiarities
of this model have been widely criticized and some features of it have appeared to be
ambiguous [3-201. To clarify some issues, it is important to have the exact results implied
by this model. In this paper we intend to give an exact analysis of the quantum dynamics
of the CK model. To achieve this goal, we construct quantum equivalent theories of the CK
model and the analysis is implemented by using the CK model together with its equivalent,
theories.
In classical dynamics, an equivalent theory of a model can be obtained by a canonical transformation which results in a different Hamiltonian but with the same dynamics.
In this context of equivalence, one can obtain quantum equivalent theories by performing
566

@ 1998 THE PHYSICAL SOCIETY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA

VOL. 36

MING-CHANG HUANG AND MING-CHYA WU

567

quantum canonical transformations. Similar to the classical case, the quantum Hamiltonian
of an equivalent theory may differ from that of the original model, but the quantum dynamics remains the same. Quantum canonical transformations as unitary transformations on
were considered early in the development of the theory of quantum mechanics [al]. More
recently, it was emphasized by Anderson [22] that the phrase “u nitary equivalence” used
as a synonym for “physical equivalence” might be misleading; two theories are physically
equivalent if they are related by an isometric transformation, which may be either an isomorphic transformation of a Hilbert space onto itself or a linear norm-preserving isomorphic
transformation from one Hilbert, space onto another. For further discussions, see Ref. [22].
We adopt this criteria for quantum equivalent theories; physical equivalence refers to the
dynamical properties we study.
To obtain equivalent theories of the CK model, first we perform classical canonical
transformations to obtain new Hamiltonians. Then these canonical transformations are
implemented by nonunitary transformations in quantum mechanics to obtain the corresponding quantum Hamiltonians. After obtaining the quantum canonically related Hamiltonians, we use the fact that the transformed wavefunctions are square-integrable for a
square-integrable wavefunction of the CK model to show that the transformations we used
are indeed isometric, and hence these theories are equivalent [22]. Then we employ the
path-integral technique directly to obtain the propagators. By the use of these propagators
we investigate the properties of the CK model; from our results we are able to conclude
that the uncertainties of position and physical momentum indeed both decay exponentially
as time evolves and this decay also appears in the mean value of the mechanical energy of
a damped oscillator. There are two points worthy of mention in this work: (1) From the
aspect of methodology, this is the first time in the literature that the propagators of the CK
Hamiltonian of Eq. (1) and its canonically related Hamiltonians were obtained by directly
using the path-integral technique. (2) From the calculations performed in the CK model
and its equivalent theories, we can obtain some features of the CK model in a very precise
way.
This paper is organized as follows. In Section II, starting with the CK Hamiltonian, we
use quantum canonical transformations to construct three other equivalent theories. These
quantum canonical transformations are isometric mappings among the respective Hilbert
spaces, and hence these theories are physically equivalent. In Section III, we use the pathintegral method to derive the exact propagators of the CK Hamiltonian and its canonically
related Hamiltonians. These propagators reduce to the propagators of a free particle, a
damped free particle, and a simple harmonic oscillator, respectively, in the corresponding
limiting cases. In Section IV, these propagators are used to study the time evolutions of
given initial wave functions, including the Gaussian wave packets and the energy eigenstate
wavefunctions of a undamped harmonic oscillator, then the uncertainties of the position and
the canonical momentum, and the mean values of the Hamiltonians. Finally, we summarize
our results in Section V.
II. Equivalent theories

In this section first we use classical canonical transformations to derive three different
Hamiltonians based on the CK Hamiltonian. Then these transformations are implemented
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quantum mechanically to obtain equivalent theories in quantum mechanics with respect
to the CK model. We find that, if we adopt the ordering that momentum operators are
always put on the right hand side of position operators in the transition from a classical
Hamiltonian to the corresponded quantum Hamiltonian, the Hamiltonians obtained from
the quantum canonical transformations take exactly the same forms as those obtained from
the classical canonical transformations.
In the CK Hamiltonian,
2
p
Hch.=e- 0t g
te""~mOu&2,
0

the canonical momentum p is related to the physical momentum pk = mi as
p = evtpk.

(4)

One can perform a canonical transformation to obtain another Hamiltonian in which the
canonical momentum PI equals pk and the coordinate XI exponentially expands with the
evolution of time. This canonical transformation is defined by
PI = e-@p, and XI = eqt x,

(5)

and the generating function of this transformation is given by
F,‘(x, PI, t) = e@xPI.

(6)

The new Hamiltonian, which is referred to as HI, reads
P12
Hr=evt~fe
-“t+now~x; + rjXIPI.
0

(7)

There is another interesting case which corresponds to the integral of motion of the CK
Hamiltonian. This can be obtained from HCK by the canonical transformation defined by
PII = e-i@p,

a n d XIz=ez%tZ ,

(8)

with the generating function given by
F,l’(z, P11,t) = efqtxPII.

(9)

Then the corresponding Hamiltonian, which is referred to as HII is

(10)
Notice that in the context of Hc,y it is obvious from the above construction that it is
impossible to make a canonical transformation so that z and pk are canonically conjugate
to each other. There is one more case in which the Hamiltonian takes exactly the form of
a harmonic oscillator [20]. Starting with HCK, we perform the canonical transformation
defined by
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PIII = e -$@p + efv”zm,~, and XIII = e:@z,
with the generating function given by
F,“‘(z, PIII, t) = e:vtzPIII - erit~naz2.

(12)

Then the new Hamiltonian HIII is
HI I I

=

%I
1
2m + pOw2JGI,
0

13)

where w2 = w2 - (42)“.
The abtve transformations are defined in the classical phase space which can be
extended to include the time qo and its conjugate momentum pu so that the Schrodinger
operator in quantum mechanics corresponds to the function
h=

PO

+ H(q,p, qoo>,

(14)

defined in this space. To construct quantum canonical transformations, we follow Anderson
[22] to define the quantum phase space A with variables {qk,pk,k,= O,l}. The variables
are members of a noncommutative algebra A. Then a quantum canonical transformation
is a mapping C E A from A to A given by
C : ({qk,pk$

= o,l>> - ({@kc-+ cpkc-I; k = 0, l}) .

(15)

By the construction, the transformation C preserves the canonical commutation relations
and it can be either unitary or nonunitary. Note that this definition does not refer to
the Hilbert space. When acting on elements of a Hilbert space, the functions C(q,p) are
represented by operators C($, Q), and the transformation is from one Hilbert space to itself
for the unitary case and from one Hilbert space to another for the nonunitary case. Hence,
physical equivalence is proven with the existence of an isometric transformation between
different Hilbert spaces [22].
To implement the classical canonical transformations quantum mechanically, we first
‘I . The corresponding quantum genconsider the transformations generated by F,’ and F2
erating function C(P,*) is written as

d(P,A) =

exp ($,(t)*P) .

(16)

To see that the above C is the desired function, one can use the Hausdoff-Baker formula,

(17)
with
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(18)

to show that this transformation yields

and
&C--r = c--“G@

(20)

Then for the classical canonical transformations defined by Eqs. (6) and (9), the corresponding quantum canonical transformations are given by Eqs. (19) and (20) with a(t) = -qt and
-!@, respectively. With the ordering convention described before, one can see that this
quantum generating function is identical to the exponential of the corresponding classical
infinitesimal generator [23]. Note that this quantum canonical transformation is equivalent
to a dilatation and it is one of the three generators that generate the group SL(2, C) [22,24].
This canonical transformation transforms the Schrodinger operator as
&z(t) ^ ^ ^ ^
ji’(X, p> = &p = lj, - -yjpxm-’
+ bi(k-, P, tp.

(21)

This results in the new Hamiltonian

which takes exactly the same form as those given by Eqs. (7) and (10) when u(t) is set
to be the previous values for the transformations and the ordering convention given before
is used. With the above new Hamiltonian one can see that solutions of the Schrodinger
equation

(23)
are solutions of the Schrodinger equation

with !B’ = &. With the operator C given by Eq. (16), one can show that

lr!‘(X) = !I+?%).

(25)

A similar procedure can be applied to the classical canonical transformation generated
by Fi’I. The corresponding quantum generating function C(p,*) can be written as
C(1;, 2’) = dz(i), @Cl(@,

(26)
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where cr(X) and Cz(P,X) generate their own canonical transformation. The operator
dr(X) takes the form

Cl(*) =

[

exp ieVt~muX2

1,

(27)

and the transformation it generates brings (p,X) to (p/,X’) with the relation,
p;’ = jJ - e+7)moX , a n d X/=X.
2

(28)

This transformation brings HCK to the new Hamiltonian I?‘,

(29)
The operator 6’2(i),X) takes the form

1 1,

62( P’, 2’) = exp i$X’B’

(30)

and it brings (j/,X’) to (&~~,Ji‘~~~) with the relations,
&r = e+, and

‘q -1
2111 = -e 2t X.

(31)

This transformation further brings l?’ to the Hamiltonian I?III,

(32)
.

With the relation Q’ = 6’Q, the final transformed wave function is

1

77
!P(ei@Xrrr).
V(X;rrrl) = exp ie 2Tjt ~moX~II

(33)

Therefore starting with the CK model, we have constructed three theories by the use
of quantum canonical transformations. To show that those theories are equivalent to the
CK model, one has to show that any of the transformations we used is an isomovphism
between the two Hilbert spaces. Let us consider two Hamiltonian H and fi’ related by a
quantum canonical transformation C. The inner product between two states in the Hilbert
space of I?’ takes the form of

where the integration is over the spatial configuration space, and b(Q,$) is the measure
density. The norm of states is preserved for a given canonical transformation 6 from & to
i?’ if
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where the transformed measured density is
$(Qj) =

(c-‘)+/q&j$-‘.

(36)

For isomorphisms of a Hilbert space onto itself, the measure density remains unchanged, and
it corresponds to a unitary transformation. But it is also possible to have isomorphisms of a
Hilbert space onto another and the measure density changes with an additional factor which
is not a function of momentum. For the latter, to which our cases belong, one can redefine
the states by absorbing a factor from the measure density. This amounts to perform an
additional canonical transformation. Therefore, to show that the canonical transformations
we used are isometric is equivalent to showing that Q’(X) is square-integrable in the new
configuration space. From ‘V(X) given by Eqs. (25) and (33), by changing variable from X’s
to 2. in the integration Jq’*(X)q’(X)dX it is easy to see that Q’(X) is square integrable
for square integrable Q(z). Hence the quantum canonical transformations given in this
section are isometries between the respective Hilbert spaces and the resultant theories are
equivalent.
III. Propagators

The propagator of a system is defined as the transition amplitude from one spacetime
point (z;,ti) to another point (zf,tf),

li(Xf,tj;XiJi)

E

(XfJflXi,ti).

(37)

In this section we calculate the propagators of the system governed by the CK Hamiltonian
[25] and its canonically related Hamiltonians, HI and HII, obtained in the last section by
the use of the path-integral technique with the help of the matrix method [26]. Since the
Hamiltonian HIII takes exactly the same form as a harmonic oscillator, the corresponding
propagator is same as that of a harmonic oscillator.
III-l. The Hamiltonian

HCK

Following Feynman’s path-integral method, we divide the time interval into N equal
segments; each segment has the length E = (tf - ti)/N. After inserting the complete set
of coordinate basis states at each intermediate time point,, we can write the propagator of
Eq. (37) as

It is easy to show that with the CK Hamiltonian any inner product in Eq. (38) takes the
form
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( 1

(X n,QLl,Ll) = 2

112

[F (“^
;
$_r + !$@,-I

x exp

573

(39)
-:+1)'

yu;

(xnt;n-l)]}.

i
Substituting Eq. (39) into Eq. (38), we obtain the propagator as

(40)

where x0 = x; and XN
harmonic oscillator as

= xf.

From Eq. (40), we can further define the action of a damped

S[x] = J dteVt [ irnuk2 - fmu&x2] .

(41)

The classical trajectory is the extremum of the action, and it is determined by the
classical equation of motion
G(t) t l?i,&) t G&(t) = 0,

(42)

with the boundary conditions x,--(ti) = 2; and x,l(tf) = zf. By expanding a trajectory
around the classical trajectory, x(t) = zcr(t) + r(t), we can rewrite the action as

S[xl = S[xd t t 1:’

dteqty [i’(t) - ~~(t>i(t> - Wit2(t)] ,

(43)

where t(t) is the measurement of the quantum fluctuation around the classical trajectory
and is subject to the boundary conditions [(ti = 0) and J(tf) = 0. Consequently, the
propagator of Eq. (40) can be written as
K(Xf, tf; Z;,t;) = eisfzcJlfi lim
;:“, (5%)N’2 [&-;/I
x / D(

(44)

exp [ 2 / dteqt(i2 - qti - u:(2)] ,

which is equivalent to

(45)
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where we have set yn = dm[(t,),a, = eqtn-l, b, = ye@n-l, and fn = ~(~$~~e@+l).
Note that we also set t; = to and tf = tN, and the boundary conditions of [ imply that
ye = 0 and ye = 0. Let us define the integral I by

To complete this integral, we employ the matrix method by identifying y as a column matrix
with (N- 1) entries,

(47)
Then the integral can be written as

and the propagator becomes

(49)
Here M is a (N - 1)

M =

cl

d2

d2

c2

0
.
..
0

.
..
0

\o

0

x (N -

0
d3

1) matrix and it takes the form
. . .

0

0)

...

0

0

d3

.
..

c3

.a.

i

i

div-2

0

***

.. .
d,v-2

CN-2

dN-1

...

0

dN-1

CN-1

7

(50)

with c, = a, + a,+1 - b, t &+I - fn - fn+l and d, = -(a, t fn). To make the determinant
of the matrix M more convenient to calculate, we rescale the matrix elements a s
c 71 =

Cl@”

w i t h c’ = (1- $c2) (1 + eSq’) + qc(1 - e-“‘),

a n d d, = d’e@n
then

w i t h d’=- (1+~&c2)e-~r,

(51)
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[ n=2

evtn-l1 det M’,
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(52)

in which the new matrix M’ takes the form

(53)

and the propagator is further simplified to

To obtain the value of det M’, we observe that if I, is defined as the determinant of
the n x n matrix M’, among the I, ‘s there exists a recursion relation

I n+l = c/I, - dt2eq’In-1,

(55)

with 1-r = 0, and lu = 1. This recursion relation can be used to formulate a differential
equation. To see this, we first expand c’ and dt2eq’ in terms of E up to second order; the
results are
c’ = 2 - 776 - ;+,’ - q2) a n d dt2eqC =

(56)

Then substituting these back into Eq. (55) yields
I nfl - 2In + In-1 =_+-yqtZI”-l),
62

(57)

where we have neglected the term iq2(1, -1,-r). Furthermore, if @(t,, ti) is so defined that
bz (edet M ’) = F_y EI,IJ_~ = Q(tf,ti), then Eq. (57) can be rewritten as the differential
N-C=2

N-CO

equation
d2@
yg=

(58)

with the boundary conditions
@(t,t) = F_y 41 = 0 a n d &(t,t) = $9 c
N-CO

N-CC

(59)
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Note that @ satisfies the same equation as the classical equation of motion of x,1. By fitting
the boundary conditions, the solution of Eq. (58) is
,-oh-W2 . sinw(tj - t;)

@(,(tj$) =

W

7

where w = dw. Substituting Eq. (60) for E det M’ in Eq. (54) yields the propagator

(I[
112

K(z&; z;,t;) = s

1

we7J(tf +t,)/2 Ii2

sinw(tj - t;)

,~Sf~Clllfi

(f-w

To compute the classical action S[z,r], which can be written as

s[xcll = y

{eqtr~c~(~j)ici(tj) - eqt’Xcl(ti)icl(t;)},

(62)

we first solve the equation of motion, Eq. (42), to obtain the classical trajectory,
Q(t) =

xje

1 7

Vtf/2 sinw(t - ti) - Xjevt’/ 2 sinw(tj - t) e_-.rlt,2
SiIlW(t; - t j )

[

(63)

Then substituting Eq. (63) into Eq. (62) yields the classical action
S[X:,Il = y (J;;;;;:;;))
x{ eq(tf-tl)lzXzf [COSW(tj - t;) - cSinW(tj - t;)]
+e-T(tf-ti)/2 Xi2

cosU(tj - ti) +

[

(64)

;sinw(tj - t;) - 2x5”;
1

.
1

By substituting Eq. (64) into Eq. (61), we obtain the exact form of the propagator for the
Hamiltonian of Eq. (3).
A few remarks are made about the propagator obtained here :(l) When wu = 0 and
17 -+ 0, the propagator reduces to the free particle propagator,

(2) When wu = 0, the propagator reduces to the propagator of a quasi-free particle with
’ dissipation,
K(xj7tj;xi7ti) =

(s)l12 (e_Vtt ?iemVtf)1’2

imo
x exp 2h
[

(66)
e_Vti

(

77
)h
_ee-Vtf

-zi)z].
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(3) When 77 -+ 0, the propagator reduces to the propagator of a harmonic oscillator,

K(zj,tf; s;,t;) =

(H
s

112

sinwnz - li))1’2exp{ 2 [ sinucz - li,]
\
.
x ($ + s;> cos w& - t;) - 2zjs;
1

(67)

1)

111-2. The Hamiltonian HI
Next we consider the system governed by the Hamiltonian
corresponding action is

HI of Eq. (7). The

Sl[Xl] = J dte+~[X: - <bJ; - 7j”)Xl” - 277X&].

(68)

The classical trajectory Xl,l(t) is determined by the equation
Xl,&) - 77X1,@) + W:Xlcl(t) = 0.

(69)

Similar to the previous case, by expanding a trajectory around the classical trajectory,
Xr@) = X1&> + r(t), we can rewrite the action as

“‘yi2(t) •t ITlWi(t) - 4t2(t)l-

(70)

Comparing Eq. (70) with Eq. (42), we can conclude that the propagator is

Here the factor before the exponential function is obtained from the factor appearing in
Eq. (61) by replacing 77 with -7. To compute the classical action, which can be written as

we see that Eq. (70) is different from Eq. (42) only by an opposite Sign in the friction
coefficient, then the classical trajectories can be obtained from Eq. (63) by replacing the
z-coordinate with the XI-coordinate and 7 with -7, and the result reads

X,&> =

Xlfe-@1/2 sinw(t - ti) - Xr;e-@i/2 sinw(tf - t)
sin+; - tf)

eVt1 1.2

Substituting Eq. (73) into Eq. (72) yields the classical action in the form

(73)
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+,a(~r-w2X~i [cosw(tj - t;) f &

sinw(tj - t;)

1
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(74)

1

.

By substituting Eq. (74) into Eq. (71), we obtained the exact form of the propagator for
the Hamiltonian HI of Eq. (7).
One can also use this propagator to obtain the propagators for other cases: (1) When
we = 0 and 77 + 0, the XI-coordinate is the same as the x-coordinate, and the propagator
reduces to the same free particle propagator as the one given by Eq. (65). (2) When wu = 0,
the propagator reduces to the propagator of a quasi-free particle with dissipation,

qxrj,tj; XI&) =

(gg2 (

gltj

” &)li2

( ” @, ) m - Xrd2] .

x exp [yf

(75)

eqtr

(3) When 77 + 0, the Xi-coordinate is the same as the z-coordinate, and the propagator
reduces to the propagator of a harmonic oscillator given by Eq. (67).
111-2. The Hamiltonian HII
For the system governed by the Hamiltonian
is

HII of Eq. (lo), the corresponding action

(76)
The classical trajectory XzIcl(t) is determined by the equation
X11&) t w2X11&) = 0.

(77)

By expanding a trajectory around the classical trajectory, X,,(t) = Xllcl(t) + r(t), we can
rewrite the action as

wm = SZIphl

t

tf dty[i2(t) - u2J2(t)].

(78)

Jti

The integration is the same as that for the undamped harmonic oscillator except for the
replacement wu + w, and hence the propagator is

(I[
112

Krr(Xllj,tj;XII;,ti)=

2

The classical action can be rewritten as

W

sinw(tj - t;) 1

112
eiSrr[XrIcillh

(79)
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w

Srr[Xm] = T JI:’ w$,l - W%cI - 1?xllclJirllcll.

Substituting the classical trajectories, we obtain
X11&) =

X11f sinw(t - ti) - XII; sinw(tf - t)
7
sinw(t; - tf)

from Eq. (77) substrtuted into Eq. (78), we obtain the result

SII[-GId] = y

(sinu(Yf -&)) ixflf [

+x,2,; [cosw(tf - ti) t 2

cosw(tf - ta) - 2 sinw(tf - tz)

1 (82)

sino(tf - t;) - 2X11fXlli .
I

>

By substituting Eq. (82) into Eq. (79), we obtain the exact form of the propagator for the
Hamiltonian Hlr of Eq. (10).
One can also use this propagator to obtain the propagators for other cases: (1) When
wu = 0 and q -+ 0, the XII-coordinate is the same as the x-coordinate, and the propagator
reduces to the same free particle propagator as the one given by Eq. (65). (2) When we = 0,
the propagator reduces to the propagator of a quasi-free particle with dissipation,

Ii-rr(XIIf,tf; &ri,Q =

&)“”

($y;y’

(3) when 17 + 0, the XII-coordinate is the same as the x-coordinate, and the propagator
reduces to the propagator of a harmonic oscillator given by Eq. (67).
IV. Physical properties
In this section we use the propagators obtained
physical properties of a damped oscillator governed by
We calculate the time evolution of wave functions and
quantities of interst, and use the results calculated in two
the uncertainties in position and physical momentum.

in the last section to study the
the Caldirola-Kanai Hamiltonian.
the mean values of the physical
different Hilbert spaces to discuss

IV-l. Time evolution of wave functions
Let us first consider the motion of a wave function in the system of a damped harmonic oscillator first with the CK Hamiltonian. Then we will discuss the case when other
Hamiltonians are used.
Suppose that at the initial time t; = 0, we prepare a particle state described by
the wave function Qo(xi). Then the dissipation appears at t = Of, and it is maintained
afterward. The wave function at later time t > 0 becomes
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where K(s,t; x;) is the propagator of a damped harmonic oscillator given by Eq. (61). If
the initial wave function is the wave packet
Qo(zj) = (x62)-1’4exp

-& ,
(

)

where 6 is the width of the wave packet, the wave function at later time t becomes

where

(87)
and
mow eqt
b=--

b sinwt K

coswt - 2 sinwt

)

-

(

coswt + &sinwt

)

w

*(I+ [~(-$--)2+(&)2-i]sin2wt+~sin2wt}}~1.
Then the uncertainties of position and momentum can be computed, and the results are

Ax(t) = -$e- VV2(,, [($)4(z)‘+

(~)2-l]sin2wt+~sin2wt)l’2,(89)

and

AM =

&e

-

[(-/-)4(:)2+ (&)2-l]sin2wt-~sin2wt}1’2,

(90)

where 60 = ,/m is the width of the‘g round state wave function of an undamped
oscillator. If the width of the prepared wave packet in Eq. (85) is equal to So, then Eqs. (89)
and (90) reduce to

1 ,
112

sin2 wt -I- 2 sin2wt

(91)

VOL. 36

581

MING-CHANG HUANG AND MING-CHYA WU

and

1 ,
112

sin2 wt - 2 sin 2wt

(92)

The results of Eqs. (89) and (91) are shown in Fig. 1. These results indicate that, in
general, the spreading of the wave packet is suppressed by the appearance of dissipation.
But for t < l/q and 7 2 wu when the initial width of a wave packet is smaller than
the natural scale, So, the wave packet would spread. This is a relic from the case of no
dissipation. For t >> l/q, the dissipation always dominates and the width of the wave
packer decreases exponentially with small oscillations as time evolves. The product of
As(t) and Ap(t) for different values of the parameters are given in Fig. 2 which shows
some characteristic features: For a given 77 with 6 # 60, the magnitude of Az(t
oscillates with two different amplitudes alternatively without any damping, and the effect
due to different widths is only to change the phase of the two oscillating amplitudes. For
the case of 6 = 60, the magnitude oscillates with a single amplitude which is much smaller
than that of S # 60. The effect of increasing the magnitude of q is to increase the larger
one and decrease the smaller one of the two oscillating amplitudes for 6 # ho, and always
to increase the amplitude for 6 = 60. One can also see from Fig. 2 that the uncertainty
principle is always satisfied during the time evolution of a wave packet.
Here we make a few remarks about the time evolution of coherent states. Coherent
states of an undamped oscillator are the eigenstates of the non-Hermitian operator a,

and they take the form,

I4 = WI exp(~a+)lO),

(94)

where z, a complex number, is the corresponding eigenvalue, N(Z) = exp(-$1z12) is a
normalization constant, a+ is the adjoint of the operator a, and IO) is the ground state
vector of the undamped oscillator. This set of states are “m inimum uncertainty wave
packets” with Ax = 60/a and Ap = ti/(&n), and when time evolves this set of states
remain the “m inimum uncertainty wave packets” with the same uncertainties in position
and momentum as initially. To understand the time evolution of coherent states when
dissipation appears, we notice that the coherent state wave function in the coordinate
representation can be written as

(x12) = (y)“‘exp -iIz12 + i,z2 - F (x-/~z)2]?

.

(95)

[
which is equivalent to a wave packet with the width 60 = ,/m and the center
moving from the origin to the complex position, z,/w. Because of this, we conclude
that coherent states have the same time evolution features as the previously dissussed wave
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FIG. 1. The uncertainty of position as a function of time for a wave packet of initial width, (a)
6 = 0.5&, (b) 6 = 60, (c) 6 = 260, governed by the CK Hamiltonian with dissipation
coefficients, 7 = O(solid line), 0.5wo(dotted line), and wo(broken line), respectively.
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FIG. 2. The product of the uncertainties of position and momentum as a function of time for a
wave packet of initial width, (a) 6 = 0.560, (b) b = 60, (c) 6 = 260, governed by the
MI Hamiltonian with dissipation coefficients, 77 = O(solid line), 0.5wo(dotted line), and
q(broken line), respectively.
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packet of width 60, and the uncertainties of position and momentum are given by Eqs. (91)
and (92).
Let us consider the case that the initial state is an energy eigenstate of an undamped
oscillator. The nth energy eigenstate of a simple harmonic oscillator is well known to be

P-9
where H,(C) are the Hermite polynomials of order 71, and the corresponding eigenvalue is
E=liwo n+; .
(
)

(97)

If the ground state is taken as the initial state, this is the case of the wave packet defined
by Eq. (85) with 6 = 60 and the uncertainties of position and momentum are those given by
Eqs. (91) and (92). In general, for the initial state being the nth eigenstate, the nucertainties
of position and momentum in the wave function Qtn)(z,t) at the later time t are
Ax(“)(t) =

,/+oe-@12[

1 +2

1(J2sin2wt
77

t (2) sin2&]1’2,

(98)

and
Apcn)(t) = dqtenti2 [I + i (2)?sin2& •l - (2) sin2ut]1’2.

(99)

All the features we obtained in the time evolution of a wave packet remain the same here.
Next we consider the case that the same initial wave functions are given but the
system is governed by the Hamiltonian, HI or HII. Similar to the previous discussions,
with a given initial wave function at t; = 0, one can use the propagator Kr(X1, t; x;, 0)
of Eq. (71) or lirr(X~~, t; z;, 0) of Eq. (79) to compute the wave function Q~~(XI, t) or
!#~~(XII, t) at a later time t > 0. Using the wave function !&1(X1, t) or *11(X11, t), one can
find the uncertainties of the coordinate and momentum, and the results satisfy the relations
AXl(t) = eQtAz(t), or AXll(t) = eiT’Az(t),

(100)

APll(t) = e -q’Ap(t), or APll(t) = e-f@Ap(t).

(101)

and

These relations are the direct consequences of the quantum canonical transformations of
Eqs. (19) and (20). AZ(t) and Ap(t) are the uncertainties of the position and the physical
momentum of the damped oscillator described by the CK Hamiltonian. Here, by the
calculations in two different Hilbert spaces, we show that both quantities indeed decay
exponentially when time evolves as is usually expected.
IV-2. Mean value of energy
For a given initial wave function go‘“‘( xi) of Eq. (96), the expectation value of the
Hamiltonian HCK(t) with respect to the wave function 9(n)(z, t) at time t > 0 is given by
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d”)(t) =
For

J d~~(“)*(z,t)Hc~(t)~(“)(z,t).
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(102)

the ground state wave function, n = 0, the above equation gives
E(O)(t) = ;huo

(

2

l+&sinwt

(103)

.
1

For the first excited state wave function, R. = 1, it yields
E(*)(t) = $Jo

(

2

l+ &sin2wt

(104)

.
)

Continuing with the same procedure, we can conclude that the mean value of H(t) at time
t > 0 for a given initial Qr’(z;) of Eq. (96) is

d”)(t) =

(n+ f

) i

fiwo l+

)

$sh2wt ,

where w c ,/w. If the oth er two Hamiltonians,
mean values of the Hamiltonians are
Ej’Ll(t)= (n+ f) hwo ( I + $sin2wt),

(105)
HI and HII, are considered, the

( 106)

and

which have different spectra from Eq. (105) due to the time-dependent nonunitary transformations. These results indicate that the mean values of the Hamiltonians are the same as
the eigenvalues of the Hamiltonian of an undamped oscillator with the effective frequency
Weff =

wo [ 1+ (I-i$)sin’wt],

(108)

with u(t) specified by the quantum canonical transformation, and for the classical critical
damping, 7 = 2wo, the mean values are the same as the eigenvalues of the undamped
oscillator. These results also show that if t is an integer multiple of the period, T = c, the
work done by the dissipation vanishes.
Since we have the relation

(Pj) = (pi) = e-2Qyp2),

(109)
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which is a consequence of the quantum canonical transformation, from Eq. (105) we can
obtain the mean value of the mechanical energy of a damped oscillator with respect to
\Zl(“)(z,t) as

(

1
i o ),=
-mk2 $ -rnLJ2Lr2
2

(.,4)n,(1t~sinwt)sOL.

W)

Note that the exponential decay here is the origin of the exponential decay appearing in
the uncertainties of the position and the physical momentum of a damped oscillator.
V. Summary
We summarize our results as follows. (1) Starting with the Caldirola-Kanai Hamiltonian, we use quantum canonical transformations to obtain other three Hamiltonians.
The quantum canonical transformations used in this paper are isometric mappings among
different Hilbert spaces, and hence all the four theories are physically equivalent in their
dynamics. (2) The exact propagators of a damped harmonic oscillator governed by these
Hamiltonians are calculated explicitly. Then these propagators are used to study the time
evolution of various initial state wave functions. In the CK Hamiltonian, the coordinate is
the physical position of the damped oscillator, and our results show that the spreading of
a wave packet in the course of time is suppressed in a way that the width of a wave packet
decays exponentially with small oscillations. But for t < l/q and q 2 wo, when the width
of wave packet is smaller than SO = dw th e wave packet spreads, and this is a
relic from the case of no dissipation. We also find a common feature in the products of the
uncertainties in position and momentum, Az(t and AX;(t)AP;(t), i = I, or II. The
dissipation causes these products to oscillate with two different amplitudes alternatively,
except for the coherent states which are wave packets with the initial width SO. For the coherent states, the value of the product oscillates with a single amplitude when time evolves,
which is quite similar to the case of wave packets with S # 60 in the absence of dissipation.
In this respect, coherent states are quite different from an arbitrary wave packet. (3) We use
another canonically related Hamiltonian of the CK Hamiltonian to study the uncertainty
of the physical momentum Apk(t). Our result shows that it is equal to e-@Ap(t). Here
Ap(t) is the uncertainty of the canonical momentum in the Caldirola-Kanai Hamiltonian.
Both the uncertainties of the position and the physical momentum of a damped oscillator
decay exponentially as a function of time, and this is closely related to the exponentially
decay of the mean value of the mechanical energy of a damped oscillator. (4) In the context
of the CK Hamiltonian, it is impossible to make a canonical transformation so that the
physical momentum is canonically conjugate to the position in the canonically transformed
Hamiltonian.
Acknowledgments
This work was partially supported by the National Science Council of Republic of
China (Taiwan) under the Grant No. NSC 86-2112-M-033-004.

VOL. 36

MING-CHANG HUANG AND MING-CHYA WU

587

References
[ l] E. Kanai, Prog. Theor. Phys. 3, 440 (1948).
[ 2 ] P. Caldirola, N novo Cim. 18, 393 (1941).
[ 31 J. R. Sentizky, Phys. Rev. 119, 670 (1960).
[ 41 G. W. Ford, M. Kac and P. Maznr, J. Math. Phys. 6, 504 (1965).
[ 5 ] R. P. Feynman and F. L. Vernon, Ann. Phys. 24, 118 (1963).
[ 6 ] P. Ullersma, Physica (Utrecht) 32, 27, 56, 74, 90 (1966).
[ 7 ] A. 0. C aId eira and A. J. Leggett, Phys. Rev. Lett. 46, 211 (1981); Ann. Phys. (N.Y.) 149,
374 (1983); ibid. 153, 455(E) (1983).
[ 8 ] R. J. Rubin, J. Math. Phys. 1, 309 (1960); ibid. 2, 373 (1961).
[ 91 R. Zwanzig, J. Chem. Phys. 33, 1338 (1960); J. Stat. Phys. 9, 215 (1973).
[lo] U. Weiss, Qzlantzlm Dissipative System, (World Scientific, Singapore, 1993).
[ll] L. H. Yu and C.-P. Sun, Phys. Rev. A49, 592 (1994); ibid. 51, 1845 (1995).
[12] M. D. Kostin, J. Chem. Phys. 57, 3589 (1972); J. Stat. Phys. 12, 145 (1975).
a ers
[13] B. K. Sk
g t am, Phys. Lett. B58, 21 (1975); J. Math. Phys. 18, 308 (1977).
[14] K. Yasue, Phys. Lett. B64, 239 (1976); J. Stat. Phys. 16, 113 (1977); Ann. Phys. N. Y.
114, 479 (1978).
[15] K. Albrecht, Phys. Lett. B56, 127 (1975).
[16] R. W. Hasse, J. Math. Phys. 16, 2005 (1975); Rep. Prog. Phys. 41, 1027 (1978).
[17] D. Schuch, K.-M. Chung, and H. Hartmann, J. Math. Phys. 24, 1652 (1983); ibid. 25, 3086
(1984); Int. J. Q uantum Chem. 25, 391 (1984).
[18] D. M. Greenberger, J. Math. Phys. 20, 762 (1979); ibid 20, 771 (1979).
[19] G. Crespo, A. N. Proto, A. Plastino, and D. Otero, Phys. Rev. A42, 3608 (1990).
1201 H. Gzyl, Phys. Rev. A27, 2297 (1983).
[21] P. A. M. Dirac, Principle of Quantum. Mechanics, (4th edition, Oxford University Press,
Oxford, 1958).
[22] A. Anderson, Phys. Lett. B305, 67 (1993); ibid. 319, 157, (1993); Ann. Phys. 232, 292
(1994).
[23] G. I. Ghandour, Phys. Rev. D35, 1289 (1987).
[24] J. Deenen, J. Phys. A24, 3851 (1991).
[25] For the use of other methods to derive the propagator of HCK, see G. J. Papadopoulos, J.
Phys. A7, 209 (1974); A. D. Jannussis, G. N. Brodimas and A. Streclas, Phys. Lett. A74,
6, (1979).
[26] For the same method used in the system of a simple harmonic oscillator, see the detailed
discussions in A. Das, Field Theory, A Path Integral Approach, (World Scientific, Singapore,
1993).

