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The Overseas Chinese Physics Association (OCPA) was established to promote physics research, education, and the cooperation of ethnic Chinese everywhere. We have a worldwide
membership, in Taiwan, Hongkong, Mainland China, Southeast Asia, and Europe, but most of
our members reside in North America. This worldwide membership is indispensable in
solidifying the bond and cooperation of physicists in different regions. We welcome colleagues
from Taiwan to Join us as members to help promote these goals.
We were actively involved in organizing the ‘First Joint Meeting of Chinese Physical
Societies’ held in Shantou last August. This meeting brought together people from different
parts of the globe in different disciplines. We are also actively involved in organizing the
‘Second Joint Meeting of Chinese Physical Societies’, to be held at the Academia Sinica in
Taipei in August 1997, also an occasion to celebrate the 90th birthday of Prof. Ta-You Wu. All
these activities are of course Just part of our goal to promote international cooperation.
We have three ongoing activities annually also with this goal in mind. The first, and perhaps the most relevant for our colleagues in Taiwan, is the ‘Achievement in Asia Award’
(AAA). Candidates for this award are nominated by their Department Chairs and selected for
the Award by a panel of distinguished judges. We are happy to announce that, for the second
year in a row, the 1996 AAA goes to a researcher in Taiwan:
Dr. Ching-Ming Wei
of Institute of Physics of Academia Sinica. Taipei our heartiest congratulations for the superb achievement of Dr. Wei and the impressive advances in physics in Taiwan!
Dr. Wei was born in Taipei, graduated from the National Taiwan University in 1982, and
received his PH. D. degree from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 1990. He is cited for
his contribution to surface structure using electro-emission holography.
The members of the selection panel for the 1996 award are, in alphabetical order, Profs.
Kerson Huang of M. I.T., T.D. Lee of Columbia, Sam Ting of M.I.T., Maw Kuen Wu of National
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Tsinghua University (Hsinchu) C.N. Yang of Stony Brook, Guozhen Yang of Institute of Physics of Academia Sinica (Beijing), and Kenneth Young of the Chinese University of Hongkong.
Dr. Zi-Dang Wang of the University of Hongkong, and Dr. Yong-Yuan Zhu of Nanjing University, have both received Honorable Mentions for their excellent works in connection with
the award.
Last year’s winner of the AAA award was Prof Lin I of National Central University. Previous winners of this award were Qingshi Zhu of the Dalian Institute of Chemical Physics and
Zhong-can Ou-Yang of Institute of Theoretical Physics of Academia Sinica (Beijing), Prof. Wei
-Tou Ni of National Tsinghua University (Hsinchu) and Dr. T.K. Ng of the University of Science and Technology of Hongkong have both won Honorable Mentions.
Our second annual activity is the Outstanding Young Researcher Award (OYRA), given to
a young researcher of ethnic Chinese origin outside Asia. We are happy to announce that the recipient of the 1996 award is
Prof. Hong-wen Jiang
of UCLA. The 1996 selection Panel for this award consists of Profs. Leroy chang of the University of Science and Technology of Hongkong, Paul Chu of Houston, T.D. Lee of Columbia,
Tung-Mow Yan of Cornell, and C.N. Yang of Stony Brook.
Prof. Jiang was born in Beijing, and obtained his Ph.D. degree from the Case Western Reserve Univeristy in 1989. He is an expert on quantum Hall effect, and to cite his referees, ‘a
major fraction of the current issues in quantum hall effect are stimulated one way or the other
by Professor Jiang’s discoveries’.
Previous winners of the OYRA were: Wai-Mo Suen of Washington University, Xiao-Gang
Wen of M.I.T., Gang Xiao of Brown, Terence Hwa of Harvard, Zhi-Xun Shen of Stanford, and
Shou-Cheng Zhang of IBM.
Our Third annual activity is the organization of a symposium at the Spring Meeting of the
American Physical Society, usually in April in Washington, D.C., but this year it is held from
May 2--5 in Indianapolis. The name of the session is ‘Physics Without Borders’. We usually invite ethnic Chinese speakers from Asia and North America to speak at the session. previous
speakers include Steven Chu of Stanford, Leroy Chang of HKUST, Pauchy Hwang of Taida,
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Xun Wang of Fudan, Dan Tsui of Princeton, Hai-Yang Cheng of Institute of Physics of
Academia Sinica (Taipei), Sisher Xie of Institute of Physics of Academia Sinica (Beijing), Ze
Zhang of Beijing Laboratory of Electron Microscopy, Wei-Tou Ni of National Tsinghua University (Hsinchu), T.D. Lee of Columbia, Zhi-peng Zhang of Institute of High Energy physics of
Academia Sincia (Beijing), T.T. Tsong of Institute of physics of Academia Sinica (Taipei), and
Patrick Lee of M.I.T.
In order to broaden the international aspect of this ‘Physics Without Border’ session, this
year, for the first time, we have invited American Chapter of Indian Physics Association, as
well as Association of Korean Physicists in America, to join us to organize the session. We have
a good list of speakers, and I hope many of you can attend the session in May. This Year’s
Speakers are Paul Chu (Houston), ‘What is new in high temperature superconductivity science
and technology’; M.V.N. Murthy (madras), ‘Haldane statistics and its application to physical
systems’; Jin-Yue Gao (Jilin), ‘Light amplification and Lasing without inversion: new frontier’
;J.E. Kim (Seoul), ‘Axionic extensions of the standard model’.
There will also be a brief ceremony for AAA and OYRA awards preceding the talks.
More information about OCPA can be obtained from Chi-Sing Lam, Department of Physics, McGill University,3600 University St., Montreal, P.Q. Canada H3A 2T8. Email: Lam@physits. mcgill. ca. Phone: 1-514-398-6512.
Last but not Least, may we take this opportunity to wish our colleagues in Taiwan the best
success for the Years to come.
Information provided by Prof. C.S. Lam of McGill University, current chairman of OCPA.
~~::~~~W~~~~czs8~~~~1996~~~~;h~~~~~~~~~~ --~ss:
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In the past few days I have received a number of mails from some of you concerning my
safety in Taiwan where I am currently spending my sabbatical. The press coverage of the tension and the military threat from China in the Taiwan Strait is no longer limited to this region,
but also in the West where I have many friends. I want to express my appreciation of your
concern for my safety.
Life here still goes on well. I would not call it “as usual”. Internet is still functioning very
well, but the military is on high alert. The air routes between Taipei and Japan and Taipei and
Hong Kong have had to be adjusted to avoid the military exercise areas. If you are interest$d in
such news, the site http://www. taiwanese. corn/protest has all the news that you can find on the
conflict and you can even register to protest to show your support.
For those of you who want to know how I see this matter, here is what I have to say.
The excitement here started following the Lunar New Year Holidays (about the equivalent
of Christmas here). The one-month period beginning Feb. 24 till the election date March 23 is
the official campaign period for the first general Presidential Election EVER in Taiwan, or for
that matter, the WHOLE Chinese history for those who want to equate Taiwan to China.
This is the source of all the tension that is to follow.
The democratic progress in Taiwan is posing a great threat not to the Chinese people, but
to the oppressive regime in the People’s Republic of China. While the Taiwanese people are to
have the first general election of their President, the Chinese regime is sending its “dissidents”
to jail. There are no longer dissidents in Taiwan; they have only opposition parties. A Taiwanese
leader, like any leader in a democratic society, can no longer just do things at will.
The Chinese government is trying to influence the Taiwanese election. They do not want
the Chinese people to hear much about it. They tried to distort the issue by blaming U.S. and the
current President Lee Teng-Hui (whose current term is not by general election) for visiting
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Cornell University where he received a PHD degree years ago. They claimed that Lee

is moving

Taiwan toward independence.
The fact is that it is inevitable that the Taiwan leaders to seek more political recognition
in international affairs. The PRC for years has been blocking Taiwan from playing any role in
international organizations. That is no longer acceptable to the Taiwanese people. No other
country except South Africa in her old days has suffered as much non-representation.
Regardless of who is the President of Taiwan, there is no choice but to seek more recognition in the international organizations. It is not the President, it is the people’s will. You cannot force people to think one way or another in a democratic system.
I believe that the conflict will continue unless this Chinese regime change its outdated way
of thinking or unless democracy finally arrives in China. I do not think a full blown war will
start since the cost on both sides will be enormous. Such a war might also result in the disintegration of China and the cost to the stability of the whole world would be unthinkable. I still
think the tension will ease after the election, but the conflict will continue. The only solution
to the China Taiwan conflict is NOT to find a solution. If China continues to force its will on
Taiwan, this generation of Taiwanese will not yield. After all, they have had good experience
in toppling the dictatorship of the Chiang Kai-Shek regime.
They have earned themselves a democratic system and that is not something China can
take away. It is a system that all the Chinese people in the Mainland want, and that is what the
Chinese regime is afraid of.
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A new study prepared by the National Research Council (NRC) rates graduate programs at
U.S. universities according to their scholastic quality and by the quality of their Ph.D. preparation. The best physics departments, in descending order of research quality, are Harvard,
Princton, MIT and University of California, Berkeley, Caltech, Cornell, University of Chicago
, University of Illinois, Stanford, and University of California, Santa Barbara. Besides ranking

departments, the NRC report provides a ledger full of data about the complexion of university
physics. For example, the departments with the most graduate students enrolled in the fall of 1
992 are MIT, 315; Illinois, 295; Berkeley, 283; and the University of Texas, 239. Those awarding
the most Ph.D.s during the period from 1978/88 to 1992/92 are MIT, 196; Illinois, 174; Berkeley
, 169; Texas, 156; and Cornell, 142. As for Ph.D. recipients who were U.S. citizens or permanent

residents, the highest percentages were at Berkeley (86 percent), Cornell (82 percent), Illinois (
79 percent), and Stanford (78 percent); the lowest percentages were at CUNY (25 percent) and
Rutgers (40 percent). And among top-quarter departments, the median number of years for earning the Ph.D. ranged from a low of 6.1 at Princeton to a high of 8.8 at CUNY. [Item courtesy of
Philip F. Schewe of the American Insitute of Physics.]
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